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Abstract

This article introduces a previously unknown Samaritan liturgical poem
which was composed in the 14th century by the poet Sa’ad El. The poem,
whose main parts were discovered by my learned Samaritan informant
Mr Y. Tsedaka in the Firkovich collection in St Petersburg, contains
words and phrases not attested before in the existing Samaritan Aramaic
and Hebrew texts. However, it is not only the importance of the text itself
which should attract our attention but rather its peculiar formation. We
were lucky enough to witness a very interesting case of creation of a new
text comprising on one hand some old fragmented materials and on the
other hand a totally new part composed by the same Samaritan who put
together the old pieces.

This case teaches us how cautious should we be while dealing with
seemingly old texts: the poem in question does indeed include important
old material, but its whole total version and pronunciation is a result of a
(very successful) reconstruction performed by a contemporary Samaritan
sage.

his article elucidates an instructive instance of the late reformulation of

an ancient tradition. The particular instance is very important precisely
because of the well-known contribution of Samaritan traditions to the study
of the text of the Pentateuch, the Hebrew and Aramaic languages, and the
liturgical literature written in Eretz Yisrael from the Byzantine era to our own.
The case described below, along with the text that is its product, do not serve
to diminish the importance of those traditions but simply to present some of
the ways in which they came into being and thus lead us to treat some of their
manifestations with greater care and circumspection.

Scholars of Hebrew and Palestinian Aramaic have long agreed that the
Samaritans’ surviving oral traditions of pronouncing their Pentateuch largely
preserve one of the dialects of Hebrew that were current in writing and in
speech in the generations around the time of the destruction of the Second
Temple in the first century C.E. A similar status should be accorded to their
Aramaic as well: in their synagogues, Samaritans recite the Aramaic poems
and prayers of their poets, the earliest of whom lived during Byzantine rule.
Here, too, they maintain a reliable tradition of pronunciation that preserves
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forms of Aramaic from the time when it was a Palestinian vernacular.!

Of value as well are the liturgical compositions written by Samaritans
beginning in the fourteenth century. Those were not written in Aramaic—
which had, after all, passed out of oral and written use centuries earlier—but
rather in a hybrid language composed primarily of Hebrew and Aramaic,
with recognisable Arabic influence on its syntax and its semantics.> Poems
and prose prayers written in this language too (although not all of them) came
down to us in a tradition of pronunciation most of whose rules are no differ-
ent from those of the Samaritan community’s traditions of pronouncing He-
brew and Aramaic. The importance of these poems is not only in their value
in of themselves but also in what we can learn from them about the Hebrew
and Aramaic of that community in earlier generations: it is entirely clear that
HSH is not a language made up entirely of the innovations of late writers, but
instead it comprises elements of ancient Hebrew and Aramaic that are not
found in the Hebrew Pentateuch or in the Aramaic works known to us today.

Therefore, every discovery of a previously unknown Samaritan liturgical
composition arouses our curiosity—as we have said, because of its own in-
herent interest and because of what we may learn from it about the language
and culture of that community in far-off periods. We have been fortunate
enough to come upon such a composition. This discovery has taken place
only recently. At the outset, it should be noted that this discovery, like so
many others, became possible because of the breakup of the Soviet Union
and the opening of the great library at St Petersburg (formerly Leningrad) to
Israeli citizens. Since that time, the library has been visited both by scholars
working in a variety of disciplines within Jewish studies and by representa-
tives of the Samaritan community who came in search of the lost works of
their ancestors.

The old-new liturgical poem that is presented here bears the name of the
14th-century Samaritan liturgical poet Sa’ad El ayyétrzo?mi. It was discovered in

! The five volumes of Z. Ben-Hayyim’s The Literary and Oral Traditions of the Samaritans
(LOT) are the most comprehensive and authoritative study presenting the Samaritan traditions
of pronunciation in Hebrew and Aramaic. Volume I1I/B (henceforth: LOT I11/2) presents the
Samaritan Aramaic poems along with a translation into modern Hebrew, phonetic transcription,
and notes; volume IV contains a concordance and phonetic transcription of the entire of the
Samaritan Pentateuch in the original Hebrew; volume V is a grammar of Samaritan Hebrew
on the basis of the Samaritan pronunciation. These studies explore the relationships between
the Samaritan tradition and other traditions of Hebrew. Since the Samaritan tradition has been
brought to the attention of scholars, no comparative study of Rabbinic Hebrew can afford to fail
to take it into account.

2 The first studies of this Samaritan hybrid language were conducted by Ben-Hayyim as
well. A comprehensive survey of its phonology, morphology and vocabulary can be found in M.
Florentin, Late Samaritan Hebrew—a Linguistic Analysis of its Different Types (Leiden, 2004;
henceforth: LSH). It was Ben-Hayyim who named this language ‘Samaritan’ (in modern He-
brew, ‘Shomronit’). A. Tal has presented many examples in his Dictionary of Samaritan Aramaic
(henceforth: DSA), where he refers to it as Neo-Samaritan Hebrew (NSH). Because of its char-
acter as an amalgam of languages, in which the Aramaic component is sometimes greater than
the Hebrew, I prefer the appellation ‘Hybrid Samaritan Hebrew’ (HSH). Most of the liturgical
works composed in this language were assembled by A. E. Cowley in his The Samaritan Liturgy
(Oxford, 1909; henceforth: C). Also worthy of mention is the collection of ‘Samaritan Poems for
Joyous Occasions’, published by Ben-Hayyim in 1939 (7arbiz 10, pp. 190-200, 333-374).
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the Firkovich collection by my learned Samarian friend Mr Yisrael Tsedaka
and copied by him during a visit to the library.?

The discovery of the poem obviously occasioned much joy and excitement
among the members of the Samaritan community. It belongs to the well
known genre called Maran, and was written, as its rubric indicates, for the
intermediate Shabbat of the Passover festival.* Mr Tsedaka, considered by
Samaritans to be among those most learned in Samaritan languages and lit-
erature, asked permission of the priest responsible for communal prayers to
include this poem in the Samaritan Passover ritual. In the spring of 2001,
he recited it during worship on Passover in the synagogue at Mount Gerizim.
More recently, I learned that the poem has already made its way into the com-
munity’s prayer books and has been accorded a status equal to that of any
other ancient poem. This is powerful testimony to the flexibility of Samari-
tan liturgy and its openness to new poetic compositions, but that is not the
primary lesson to be learned from this act of literary restoration.

The truly important lesson is that referred to in the opening sentence of
this article: ‘the late reformulation of an ancient tradition’. This observation
relates both to the pronunciation of the text, as recited by Yisrael Tsedaka,
and to its written formulation.

Regarding the pronunciation, we are clearly not dealing here with an
ancient tradition passed on from reader to reader over generations. After
all, this poem was hitherto unknown to the Samaritan community, so the
present recitation, painstaking and confident as it is, is only the product of
Mr Tsedaka’s erudition as a Samaritan reader. This is a work of re-creation,
and one most likely to be in large part very successful, but not evidence to be
accepted uncritically. This example also demonstrates for us just how stable
Samaritan pronunciation is in our time, and how common are the expressions
and vocabulary, for if the informant could reconstruct the pronunciation, he
could do so because almost all (though not all!) the words in this unknown
poem were familiar to him from the Pentateuch and from other poems, both
Aramaic and Hebrew, that are recited regularly and whose pronunciation is a
matter of routine.

The nature of the evidence regarding pronunciation can be clarified from
the example of the second word in our poem, 8*72¥NM (‘are made’). The pro-
nunciation suggested by our informant is metabédam. This is in fact in keep-
ing with another verb form known to us from an Aramaic poem by ‘Amram
Dare: éta:bad 7avNR (‘was made’; LOT I11/2, p. 56).> On the other hand, in

3 The first report of its discovery appeared in issue 672673 of the Samaritan newspaper A4. B,
dated 25 October 1996.

4 The Maran, a type of poem recited near the end of the worship service, received its name
from the formula mdrdn yekabbal seluwwatkon (‘May our Lord accept your prayers’), found, in
those words or a similar formulation, in every poem of this genre. There are some Maran poems
composed of individual lines and others, such as the present example, composed of stanzas. The
stanza-form Maran is characterised by internal rhyme within each stanza and another continuing
rhyme linking together the entire poem.

3 It should be noted, though, that our informant pronounced the vowel of the 7 as elongated.
In contrast, the vowel of the 7 in ‘Amram Dire’s piyyut is especially elongated (double length), as
compensation for the silencing of the consonant .
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another Aramaic poem by the same ‘Amram (ibid., p. 82), the participle from
the same root is pronounced: métabbdd (72¥Nn, ‘is made’)—that is, as the
participle of an itpa “‘al verb, the middle radical of which is geminated. Our
informant, who is quite familiar with the pronunciation of poems in his com-
munity, was familiar with both traditional pronunciations known in Samari-
tan Aramaic (henceforth: SA). In response to a direct query, he said that of
the two he preferred the first, without gemination, given that the active form
is ‘abdd (72¥, ‘made’; ibid., 266). It too, is without gemination and belongs
to the simple active construction. Whatever our opinion of the informant’s
grammatical considerations, we are not dealing with an ancient tradition of
pronunciation but a reconstruction which apparently could have been accom-
plished by anyone familiar with the details of Samaritan grammar.

So much for the evidence provided by the pronunciation of our poem. Be-
fore moving on to the evidence supplied by the written text, it should be
pointed out that in fact the example before us does not stand alone. We do not
know just when the Samaritans’ patterns of pronunciation took their present
form. As we have noted, the prevalent opinion in the scholarly literature is
that the Samaritan oral tradition preserves, in the main, the contours of a He-
brew and an Aramaic that were still vernacular languages. At the same time,
it is also generally accepted that some major features of Samaritan traditions
of pronunciation took shape only in later periods. It will suffice to mention
two cases: (1) the absence of the consonant p (in place of which we find b or
f), which all attribute to the influence of Arabic, and (2) the six N”225732 let-
ters, which, instead of having dual pronunciations as stops or as fricatives, are
pronounced only as stops (except p, which is pronounced only as a fricative f
(or b)), and regarding which we have reliable evidence from the Middle Ages
of such fricative realisations as soft d (d) and soft ¢ (¢).° During the fourteenth
century, a major spiritual and cultural revival took place among the Samari-
tan community. It was during this period that the Samaritan hybrid language
took shape, and an efflorescence of liturgical and historiographical writing
is evident as well. It is not unreasonable to assume that it was during that
very period that some last details of the pronunciation we know today from
Samaritan synagogue practice took their final form as well. In any case, and
this is the important point for us, every liturgical work written from that time
until today—and this refers to many hundreds of liturgical pieces written be-
tween the fourteenth century and the end of the twentiecth—may be assumed
to be read according to the rules put in place centuries before their composi-
tion. The point, then, is that the present pronunciation of the newlydiscovered
poem did not originate with the author and his contemporaries, but in this it is
not different from any other late Samaritan liturgical composition, the writ-
ten form of which was similarly cast in the mold of a pronunciation whose
general outlines are ancient but whose last details may have taken shape as
late as the fourteenth century.

The case of the written text is no less significant. We are presented not with

6 See Z. Ben-Hayyim, A Grammar of Samaritan Hebrew (Jerusalem / Winona Lake, 2000), p.
21; LSH, p. 185.
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a manuscript of the poem but with a text edited by Mr Yisrael Tsedaka. For-
tunately, Mr Tsedaka is no stranger to scholarly methods, and so he prefaces
his text of the poem with a note that ‘I found [this poem] in two collections for
the Sabbath of the Passover festival in the library of St Petersburg’ (1"NRXn”
7371209YD VIO NANDNI NODR TV NAYH QWD "13).” An oral clarifi-
cation with Mr Tsedaka and an examination of a microfilm of the manuscript
which comprises all the fragments in question® revealed something additional:
the manuscript copies—three in number, not two—are fragmentary, and the
work copied by Mr Tsedaka is an amalgam of three documents, each of which
is a portion of a different manuscript. He completed each one on the basis of
what he found in the other two. Perhaps in the future we will realise that this
act of restoration led precisely to the truth, but for now what we have is a
new work constructed on a foundation of three textual witnesses produced by
three different copyists working on three different manuscripts (as aforesaid,
collected in one place).

Regarding this reconstruction and its legitimacy, the following details re-
lated to each of the three (copied) versions before us should be noted:

e Version A is the text of the poem’s opening. It begins on p. 33 of the
manuscript with the words o°7avynn a>10 and ends on p. 34 with the
words "WXI noixnY; ie. it extends from the first stanza to a point in the
twelfth stanza.

® Version B comprises all of p. 37; it opens with the words 271 9151 and
ends with the words 1900 1nX fn2; i.e. it extends from the middle of the
11th stanza through to the end of the 16th.

e Version C comprises all of page 44; it opens with the words "17on P¥ and
ends on that page with the words ap 7v; i.e. it extends from the middle
of the 3rd stanza through to the end of the 10th. To the same version
belongs all of p. 38; it opens with the words X*wi1 7wm and ends, in
the same page, with the words 192v %> wIp By; i.e. it extends from the
beginning of the 17th stanza through to the end of the 23rd.

This analysis shows that the reconstruction of the poem from its very be-
ginning till the end of the 16th stanza is quite certain. However, it is still ques-
tionable whether the 17th stanza really immediately followed the 16th and
whether the 23rd stanza really closed the poem, i.e. it is possible that the orig-
inal poem was larger than presented here.

7 In the article in 4. B, Mr Tsedaka reported that he had found three versions. In his words:
‘I found this Maran three times, in three different manuscripts, and each time a different part of
it. From the three it was possible to piece together most of the Maran, without its final stanzas
(@nw1bwn 5w R pLn ays $521 oMW 70 2ans MALYa 0vnyD wIbw I TI0 DR NREN
15w @ron *na vynb 1R B PN Pn R 2°59a% 77 107). Indeed, an examination
of the manuscripts and of the initial copies made by Mr Tsedaka, which he kindly shared with
me, confirms that there are three partial texts of the poem in the manuscript. And, as noted,
Mr Tsedaka added the concluding stanzas himself.

8 This is Sam IX, 365. I cordially thank the kind librarians of the National Library of Russia
who sent to me the microfilm of the manuscript. It should be stressed that Sam IX, 365 is not
one manuscript but a bound collection of pages assembled despite the lack of connection among
many of them.
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Furthermore, the last four stanzas are not the work of the medieval poet
at all, but are the work of Mr Tsedaka. Their authorship is noted, but any-
one familiar with manuscripts and their replication by copyists will not be
surprised to find that at some point the rubric noting the transition from the
newly reconstructed (i.e. the first 23 stanzas) to the totally new (i.e. the last
four stanzas) disappears and everything is taken to have come from the hand
of Sa’ad El ayyatrani in the 14th century.

As noted (n. 8), the poem that follows appears among the pages of
‘Manuscript’ IX 365 in the Firkovich Collection at the Russian National Li-
brary at St Petersburg. In fact, this is not one manuscript but a bound col-
lection of pages assembled despite the lack of connection among many of
them. Page numbers between diagonals (e.g. /33/) below refer to the pagina-
tion added to the codex leaves at the library itself, and they are used here
solely for ease of reference. The numbering of stanzas is, of course, not to be
found on the manuscript pages; it is instead the work of Mr Tsedaka, and I
have retained this as well. In the manuscript there are large spaces between
stanzas.

The version of the poem below is the edited version produced by
Mr Tsedaka, which is the one currently in use by the Samaritan community.
In the notes, I have cited the reading in the manuscripts themselves, and I
have noted the beginnings and ends of each of the three fragmentary versions.
Where these overlap, I have noted the variations between them.

The text below (transliterated from Samaritan to Hebrew characters) is ac-
companied by a phonetic transcription of its pronunciation by Mr Tsedaka
and by my translation into English.

naw> 0Wwud w31 0°pLna PHREN NN AR TY0 0517 9ann’ 1N
°0192 1M207YD BIO NANDHI OB TV
133/

512p 1 N3
: DX 7% 0°To° DY 0°70°NM 07735 0VT°ON 7AW 2°TIVNN OTT0. 1
:19NBN 157 M3

sidom metabédom libadom ‘asidom kabedom mityassadom ‘al yissiidom le
semidom bamimar aka yitfataru

Secrets’ turn'® to be nice!! and honourable deeds, established on foundations
to which they are attached. These [secrets] will be solved in the following'?
composition:

9 Also other poets, such as Ebed-El, a contemporary of our poet, states that ‘secrets are
revealed’” during the first month (2°9n2nn 270, C. 131). The plural form Q°710, rather than
the form NMT10 usually used in Hebrew, is common in HSH.

10" On the pronunciation métabédam, see p. 107 above.

1 On 701, which means not only ‘righteous’ but also ‘nice’, ‘beautiful’, see A. Tal, 4 Dictio-
nary of Samaritan Aramaic (Leiden, 2000; henceforth: DSA).

12 Literally, 2571 means ‘here’.
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411257 vn7 *HYab a%iR ManD) "5hnna *5p 0 Babnr X Hy 73y 2
1MP3° Mo Y1 Anon 1SRN

‘abbad ‘ali an itli yat qili bamamldl wfitrtinon égalli alballi ammadda adlibbon
mali ikma wal assod yébéqa’oru

I should'® raise my voice and reveal their interpretation to the clever ones
whose heart is full with wisdom and who are inquiring about the secret

175y "nH207 X T 970 172 H5nn b SRR DN 1Y IR T 3
: 177V 172V wIDT : 19X 7Y 19T Bm1p 555 A w22 on

°

daros ani bannini miﬁ’éni émallal ablissani mamldli bini séddr zimiini an yisbélﬁni
‘al israni babiinani wyefa alkal gani adlu “abad ani yifras labdu ‘addru
I would like? before®! I say my words amongst the gathering? congregation

that they will forgive me for my lack of intelligence, and it befits every master,”
to whom I am a servant, that he will forgive® his servant

134/

a0 2103 P U2 PV 12T MM AT WM TMID WK TV 1TV UIDR 4
$19233 Jan 751 17 2 26930 1% 0D WK AR QY 9571 170" DY *9)

ifras ‘adar ‘abddk ésar fanak imdr ze ammimdr adlu dqar binyanu miigdr aftob
yatar gali wsetdr wyissiidu madkdr Sam @’ ‘ad ésdr lit li “abdr diu malok mdamman
afgibbaru

Forgive your servant, who say before you this thing, which has a [firm]
foundation and its construction is exceedingly honourable, revealed and

13 In the Ms.: ">nX.

14 Tn the Ms.: ]1‘.'!‘7,1 (sic).

15 In the Ms.: *9n.

16 The adverbial combination 2¥ 72V is very frequent in HSH poems in the meaning ‘one
should’, and its Hebrew parallel "W¥ (passive participle of Qal; lit.: ‘made’) is found in the
Mishnah as well: ™ 712 *2XX 7% *3m 0127 2w15wa *5Y MMy 7°0n *7, let your wheat be
reckoned to me at thirty dinars [i.e. I owe You thirty dinars, MP], and thus you have now a claim
on me for wine’ (BM, 5:1; Danby’s translation).

17 Beginning of version C.

18 In the Ms.: 3p.

19 In the Ms.: "1¥; version C however: "IX.

20 Lit.: ‘I ask in my heart’ (or: mind; for the several meanings of 1Y, see DSA 771v).

21 The preposition 707 (instead of the common Hebrew *18%) is a renovation of HSH, which
is found also in TM: WD IN™MA *1D1 NRT, ‘since You are before the body and soul’ (143, 1).

22 The word 70 functions not only as a noun meaning ‘congregation’ but also as a preposi-
tion meaning ‘all’ (parallel to Hebrew 22). One thus may translate: ‘the whole congregation’.

23 The meaning ‘master’ of 7P probably originated from the verse 7R Q7 7P, ‘possessor
of heaven and earth’ (Gen. 14:19). It is thus worth mentioning that here (only?) it designates a
human being.

24 99y vwd is an Arabic loan: 3¢ Jaws (see in detail LSH, p. 147).

25 My translation follows version C: X121,

26 In the Ms.: 72¥.
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concealed, and its essence is the mentioning of the ‘one’ who has no associate?’
and who is a king enduring® in his might

N5H2T °Y2a 1T m 3399H 2RHY T2y AR XD 31985 951 3093 23 299 b 5
VMY AP 7Y KDY ¢ 3R KT IR 0 4mnn anby CRT12 XK T

la’tra’t gibbor gc% T géli ra’tla yirré’i ‘abod wld 1a’T ma dii ba’i adbamillit yc% T

The enduring® one, shepherd, mighty, lofty, exposed, sees and not seen, makes
and is not fatigued of what He wishes [to do]. With the word ‘let there be’ [*117]
did He created the world’s creatures [and] wonders from nothing,*” and no
other partner did help Him.

927 0% I na R¥NK 1Y XD2 700 11 70v 2751 MR 1D WR KT 6
£ 192211152721 10PN £ 937 N2 927 2N

u esar kardz wamar millom “asdar wman ‘asar abla “azar amsa bamimar alkal
debdr wyattab debdr batdr debdr bikmétu wabyakalitu wbamimaru

It was He who proclaimed and spoke ten sayings® and from nothing and
without any helper He created every thing by His word, and established thing
after thing in His wisdom and His power and His saying

27" As noted by Ben-Hayyim (LOT III/2, p. 271), the noun 921 has two meanings: ‘friend’,
‘associate’ and ‘master’ (DSA, s.v. 921, p. 243). The context may accept the second meaning as
well, however, I preferred the first one, since the eminent ‘Amram Dére, who lived some thousand
years before our poet, wrote: MY X byt RS "an '['7 %7 "RT°1°, “You are unique, and
You have no associate, no second and no partner’ (LOT I11/2, p. 107). No doubt our poet knew
‘Amram and was, as many others, influenced and inspired by him.

28 1mn, instead of JaR”, is a participle of Pa‘el (DSA, p. 41).

29 Version C: "R", thus possibly ‘seeing’ rather than ‘shepherd’.

30 Version C: 1R

31 In the Ms.: IR™.

32 Version C: 877

33 Version C: 1.

34 Version C: "nna.

35 In the Ms.: "7IX.

36 The context proves that some of the God’s epithets specified here by the poet are dependent
on Gen. 16:13-14: 1% 982 IX2% XIP 12 DY . . K7 DR ANR OKR 9377 /7 Q0 XOpM
X9, ‘And she called the name of the LORD that spoke unto her, You are a God of seeing ...
Therefore the well was called “Beer-lahai-roi”.” >r'? was rendered in the ST by the word mwp
(and so Onkelos: Xn"p '|N’7?:'I N9°2), which is one of the most common epithets of God in
SA texts. Note also the parallelism: "8R9 PR (v. 13) / °X" "1 (v. 14). Moreover, the traditional
Samaritan pronunciation of *11% is la’i while 1 is pronounced ‘ay. We are thus dealing with two
different words: *i% has nothing to do with °n, and is anyway one of the epithets of God.

37 This phrase is based on Marqe’s poem: i1 X2 Ihade oy X9, ‘He created a world out of
nothing’ (LOT I11/2, p. 166). Our poet substituted for the verb i the completely ungrammatical
form "R, for the sake of the rhyme.

38 Version C: X9\,

39 The tradition that the world was created in ten sayings is reflected also in a poem of Phine-
has the priest, a contemporary of Sa’ed El: *N90¥1 7"D*PN PRI "M "NNYKRI 7°R72 K92
%1, ‘He created creatures in six days, mighty creatures by ten sayings’ (LOT III/2, p. 304). The
same tradition is phrased explicitly in the Mishnah: 291917 X723 19787 7WY31, ‘the world was
created by ten sayings’ (Abot 5:1).
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71 591am1 DHnnmm vna DioR 078 Bon PR DT 2w Show nn Yo nv iy 7
£ 1ANKRT PR DOn 1N : Brvn

waggdl yat kal ma Sakldl tob ga'oddl wal akkal ddim asgal bammadda wammamldl
wmibgeldl zé ‘a:mal ba-ru mikkal burdyyd ditbaru

And He saw* all what He created [and it was very] good, and He singled
Adam over all with mind and speech, and because of this thing*' He choose
him out of all the creatures who were created

OOWIR 17 TN21 MDY 272 1MIPR MIPR QTR MY 2RAPY MY TR TM 8
Y 1 MDY R 101 PR “M3 70N MON AU MINR 0PY3a np
190 XD P 107

wik malak Samu wqara sému adam waqimu bamagiamu lebas salamu wbar

mimmu éndsam gamu baldam witrayydmu wqasta ‘akamu wyissod binyanu daqimu
wmimmu la ‘alamu wman derak maron la saru

And He appointed him as a king, and called his name Adam, and set him up in
His place dressed with His image,* and selected from him people [who] arose*®
in the world and excelled, and knew the truth,*’ and established the foundation
of His building, and did not ignore Him and did not deviate from the path of
their Lord

AmAEN Aanw TP 4BINPDT IMIARI INMYYY 1M1 "9Ya nnbn mn9
$ 0P Y 0DPRT ¢ MAPR 4% AnwIR 17aYT

minnon talata balli zékata wsalmitd wimanita wadkiyyita wqaddisitd wansirita
dabadu arsita almdr élaiata dagom immon qataru

Of those [people] were the three [men] of justice,”' perfection, faith, purity,

40 For several etymological conjectures regarding the SA root 2731/ 273y, see DSA, s.v. 2311

41 51y in Samaritan (and Hebrew) texts does not mean just ‘plight’ but also ‘deed’, thus
‘thing’ (DSA, p. 643).

42 Version C: XIp.

43 In the Ms.: 7Y, but version C: 1p.

4 Version C: 1R"1.

45 According to Gen. 1:27: 1NX X792 2°1PR 0932 123 IR DR 2°79K X927, ‘And God
created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him’.

46 Actually, op functions here as a copula, and it thus resembles the use of this verb in Gen.
41:30: 17°9NR 2Y9 DY YaW MPY, ‘but after them there will arise seven years of famine’.

47 WP is a common epithet of God (‘the true one’), and in many cases, such this one, it is
quite impossible to decide what the poet really meant to say, ‘truth’ or ‘God’.

4 Version C: INMOTRI.

4 In the Ms.: M7, but version C: 9n%.

30 In the Ms.: 1°PRT; version C: MR"PT.

51 Mot *5wa (lit. ‘those who have justice’) and 7121 "WAR (lit.: “the foundations of justice’)
are common Samaritan epithets of the three fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.



114 JOURNAL OF JEWISH STUDIES

holiness and devotion who fulfilled the precepts™ of the Lord of divinity who
established a covenant®® with them

X127 12 073 1> op XD 22w 7" ap TV aRpa AT ampnRY 10
:19N3 K?1: @2 oTp abyS TV ampne

witqumam zé aqqiyyam ‘ad gam gébar a’ildm adli qdm kamu sdlam man adédm
wid yitqumadm ‘ad @’ildm wld bataru

And this covenant was made till the dignitary of the world came out, a man of
whose image never was and never will be, not before the world nor after it

1077 93°9p 172 *3wINA "2TA 495N 227251 "2 m 23311 7297 K0 R 11
IR IR ¢ 1991 ;1 502 MR Yy Ba50 ’HT 1221217 737X oM AW
: 190702 WS

i annébi arrabi ababi walabi wiebibi wzakru ‘adabi bamisabi bin garribi yamton

sarabi wyisor sa'odc%bi dii kitkdbi adld yikkabi “ali labi afkal yami wliilizbi an

He is the great Prophet, the beloved®® one, the selected,’ the clever,” whose
remembrance gladdens® me while I am sitting amongst my kinsmen,

52 Though N1 in Hebrew means ‘permission’, in SA it usually means ‘commandment’, e.g.
in a poem by Marqge: 77727 ADWINR 12 7°21 AY2 IR°2T AMAIR 720, ‘the book of the law
which was written by Moses the prophet following the commandment of his Lord’ (LOT II1/2,
p- 227). Alongside the regular meaning ‘permission’ of the root 9 in Hebrew it also bears the
meaning ‘must’, ‘obliged’ (Chaim E. Cohen, "R which Means 2°°1, Language Studies 1-11, ed.
M. Bar-Asher, Jerusalem, 1987, pp. 173-175).

33 The letter 1 of the noun 1MLpP is due to the rhyme, unless the poet meant to say ‘His
covenant’. The root 9”0p, whose basic meaning is ‘bind’, is well attested in Samaritan texts,
including derivations whose meaning is ‘covenant’ (perhaps as a result of Arabic influence 4is ).
However, this is the first time that we encounter a noun I meaning ‘covenant’ (a noun JVpPn
‘covenant’ is attested in one of the late Samaritan manuscripts of the Pentateuch; see my article,
... 57 ©an YB3, p. 189-202).

54 Beginning of version B; version B: 72N

35 In the Ms.: "2>".

56 323 is not necessarily the reflection of Arabic «s<t . In fact this is the Samaritan version
parallel to @Y 221, ‘loves the people’, in Deut. 33:3 (ST: @119 ,2°19).

57 257 is actually the biblical noun 2711 (the  is due to the rhyme) ‘fat’ (thus, ‘the best part’,
‘choicest’). Alongside the more common ¥ ‘choicest’ as well (see LOT I11/2, p. 148), it is used
in late Samaritan texts as an epithet of Moses. The designations ¥%7, 2211 and 21 occur along-
side each other in other Samaritan poems as well, e.g.: Twn ]‘.‘!‘771 by 1% M2 139p7 Xl
YN, ‘we eat the offering as [our Lord] commanded us by our choicest Moses the selected (C,
p. 174): o"nwin 225 SR A5y 251 2311, [Moses] the choicest, the selected one, ascended to the
heart of heaven’ (C, p. 823).

58 993b is the Arabic o .

39 ["]2171 (the * is due to the rhyme) is till now an unknown secondary form originated from
the noun 171 ‘joy’. It is a back formation of suffixed noun forms such as M1 ‘the joy’ and
7171 Sjoys’, in which the 1”7 is pronounced b according to the rules of Samaritan phonology.
The reconstructed pronunciation 'zfdsz( i) introduced here is thus reliable (or to be more precise:

‘grammatically correct’), resembling entirely the structure of nouns such as 111 ‘view’, whose
attested secondary form 2111 is pronounced ézab (DSA, s.v. °111, p. 259).
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moderates my broiler®® and removes my distress, since he is a star which [never]
extinguished. [Hence] I should trill®! my voice in mentioning him every day
and night

WIRT 773N WIRT 291 W 15197 WIR DUO YwMA AWYR CRWIT XA 12
1M AW TRIP ¢ Awn MY WK /37/ SwR nEIRm wIp B

wkelal gadesi wmasnéfat ré’isi esar semu miisi qddqdd a’ilam wnezaru
He is the prince, the maker, the saviour, the choicest of the ancestors,®* the root

of justice, the greatest person, the dignitary of human beings, the holy crown,
the mitre, whose name is Moses, the world’s leader and its crown

27K 679710 292 6y M IRCaN2 WP Smp 5% °1'0 972 mon mT 13
¢ 1 T QWY 1R AR IR M N R

adman assani bar sini il gani qara’u abrabyani waba ‘ani ablob kani wagob
wamadr innani mi ani € adani wmiSamma semd Saggdru
Who from the bush at Mount Sinai was called in glory by ‘a jealous God’,%

and he responded with subdued heart, and replied saying: ‘Here I am’,* O my
Lord, and from there his Lord sent him

by 0%x87na NINT SY XS NINHN2 WYNR DIRDE MDT MIRDDN DINMNA 14
19027 729081 : M0 NANR TIMINDYHT "HN0 NMRAX MTD] MR

bittot wnifld ot gdodallot wmard’ot etassu aftema’ot la “al demot baimisram ‘al
edot fagdot ,saibd *ot segiili ammasfa’ot mittat sabalot mi,sm3 ’i adktioﬁioru

0 Tt is possible that by using the word 37 the poet did not mean just ‘broiler’ but rather
hinted at its use in the ST (Lev. 13:23) rendering there the Hebrew N29%, ‘boil’.

61 353 means ‘praise’ (DS4, p. 144). A new locution 11" 33 (lit.: “praise the tongue’) became
customary in HSH, and it is completely parallel to the locution @25 97 (lit.: ‘pure the mouth’),
both mean something close to ‘praise’ though none of these locutions can be substituted by
the verb ‘praise’ (e.g. they do not take an object, while 2® ‘praise’ is a transitive verb). Thus:
9237 AT 93 M2vA @S2 WM PHnD 151 IR PN MY 95 1M, ‘happy we are all our
lives to j1°amD A5 (lit.: ‘praise our mouths’) and proclaim the praises of this man’ (C, p. 825).
1 therefore prefer to render these locutions by the verb ‘trill’, trying by this to make an allusion
to the Hebrew locution 5‘”7:1 550 which includes the sense of ‘praise’ (909107 means ‘ornate’;
see also Ben-Yehuda dictionary, s.v. 20%0).

62 Version B: R"WINT.

03 P. 34 finishes here, and what is written in p. 34 of the Ms. has no connection to the poem.
The continuation from here forth is version B, p. 37.

4 Lit.: ‘foundations’.

5 In the manuscript: "Ip.

66 In the manuscript: "1¥.

67 In the manuscript: *32.

68 Ex. 20:5.

 Ex. 34.

70 In the Ms.: ;9%n3.

71 What is introduced between brackets is omitted in p. 37 of version B.

72 In the Ms.: "R71%n.
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With great and terrible’? signs and wonders that have been done in Egypt,”
with miracles none like which exist, for redeeming the selected families from
under the afflictions of the heretic Egyptians

121 aNWY 7 Q7D AWYNK 0IN3 X2 anTp XY Sarm wy 0w a3 pa 15
YD MA N1 : ann 51 omby TNDY 033% NPT 0% o IXni anK
: Y1700

rdq innimma $enom “asdr minyanimma la gadamimma wla batarimma étassi
wman ‘asSitimma wman ra’iitimma ammisrom kallimma da’éldt lebabimma
wfad ‘aliyimma nafal miyyimma wbon aba faru assaru

Their number is twelve,”” and not before nor after them was something alike
done. From their performance and from seeing them the Egyptian’s heart
feared and dread fell upon them, and among them Pharaoh the evil

9937 9°0° TV MY 1P 0D WK 2DIWA A% INYNR R WA 1 0 16
78NN DR 77D ARY @ MR N D2 OYT

yimdr alrom abbasdr sa etattdr almar @ aildm ésdr lit I “azar ‘ad yisor assardr
dali ‘abbar wani esaggdr ‘ammd kamda atton tatrii
Said to the most exalted human being: go entreat’ the Lord of the world, who

has no assistance, that He will remove the distress which passed on me, and I
will send the people as you wish

73 My translation ‘terrible’ is according to what is found in the Ms. itself. Mr Tsedaqa’s version
is NIRM “sights’.

74 According to Deut. 34:11.

75 In the Ms.: DIR"IN.

76 In the Ms.: 21225,

77 The number of twelve miracles calls to our attention. According to the Samaritan tradition
the miracle of the serpent (Ex. 7:10) is the first performed by Moses (and Aaron) and with the
ten plagues the common counting of all the miracles reaches eleven. We thus find for example
the poet Tabya Ben Isaac (19th century) writing: 71 710 393%n 11 12 T Sv 2noMm Nwy
0991227 MOM 29V T WM A2IRM T2 1A AIpN1 2931 0701 YTIDXY, ‘the performance
of miracles by him whose light is shining [i.e. Moses]: serpent, blood, frog, gnats, swarms, cattle
[i.e. murrain], boil, hail, locust, and darkness like night and the plague of the first born’ (C, p.
146). And even Sa’ad El himself counts—in another poem composed for Passover—only eleven
miracles: D9DOR WY TAR DI . . PRI 2IND) MRODY, ‘terrible wonders and signs ... the
number of which is eleven’ (C, p. 229). However in several poems one can find the numbering
of twelve as well, e.g.: QIDON WY DWW DWW 2°%T) ©°1m0 0°NDIA, ‘exalted, great and severe
wonders whose number is twelve’ (C, p. 139; by Ebed El, a contemporary of Sa’ad El). Possibly
the story about the rod was counted twice, the first when it became a serpent (Ex. 7:10) and the
second when it swallowed the magicians’ rod (7:12).

78 In the Ms.: 190D; end of version B.

79 Ex. 8:4, 24; 9:28.
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138/

0O7°21 AWIN® K21 Ww3 KX wp AT AW nd Sawyy mn Row S0nwm 17
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wmiisi @’ansi abd yessi kamd yarsi z& aqqasi wyissd ava’aiﬁi wld yitnési wabyedam
ﬁfrzlsvi yitfallal la‘asi wyas semd kadebdru
And Moses the prince would do as this cruel man asked,3* and he went joyfully

and did not forget [his God] and prayed with spread hands to the maker, and
the Lord did according to his word®

9™ 7 521 9230M YD MY 8672 TN21 @72 MYNR WK TIBT 770N 18
117 DR Donwnn : ay ANT YR TV 9272 OO0 7M1 pw 0

wyisor a;;cfrdr esar itsaggdr bc%mi;ram whatdr kan yézzc‘ir fdru wyitgabbar wkal
ma yimdr yc% T asqar wma ‘akdam afdebar ‘ad ésdr annegaf ‘abbar amma’sit al
madiiru

And He removed the distress which was sent over Egypt, and afterwards
Pharaoh acted violently®” again, and all that he promised [turned out to be] a
lie, and he did not®® realise the situation®® until he was smitten, the destroyer
entered his house™

TPYX 50PN TDIM AR RIM 799 "X AR 15N 791571 nhnwRY 19
1770 55310733 ¢ A5

wistalla abyc';kﬁld mzﬁ‘dnl ela bési allila v’ miyyila wabbakiiri maq.tcila sd ’eqa
gc';dalla babitu wafkal sedaru

And he’! was sent at midnight with might by God; he entered®* and killed the
first-borns—a great cry®® in his house and in all his congregation

80 Beginning of version C.

81 In the Ms.: mwy™.

82 In the Ms.: wvm®.

83 In the Ms.: ;1.

84 The range of meanings of the root @1 exceeds the common sense of this root, i.e. ‘permit’.
In SA it means ‘ability’ and ‘command’ as well (cf. n. 52).

85 According to Ex. 8:9 etc.

86 In the Ms.: n.

87 This special meaning of 9230" is due to Arabic influence, £ ; cf. also: P¥ WPY 7230 m
TITANY ¥R, ‘he who will act violently against us—his head will be cut’ (C, p. 176).

88 The use of M is due to Arabic L ‘no’ (for the use of this negation particle in HSH see LSA,
p. 139).

89 9272 0o M) means literally: ‘he did not know the thing’.

9 According to Ex. 12:23.

91 The destroyer.

92 19w is a feminine infinitive of the Qal of 2”%¥ ‘come’, ‘enter’. The poet did not use the
common infinitive form ¥4 since he needed the ending 1%~ for the sake of rhyming. Using the
expected perfect form ¥ ‘entered’ would not have enabled him to attach the rhyme’s ending. For
the same reason he used in the same line the feminine infinitive nbupn ‘killing’, “to kill’, instead
of the past form 2vp ‘killed’.

93 According to Ex. 12:29-30.
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NIMHMY WA 120K MAT NODY WP 127P WPNRI MAWRI 7T DRWN 20
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wyisra’al afza’u wasma’u wimmala’u qarabdn leqa’v wafsa zaba’u wakalu

wsaba’ v wmimma’érat yasa’u mimmisrom nasa’u kal dégal wsaba’u kal saba “al
masfaru

And Israel were in joy and happiness and abundance; they took the offering
and slaughtered the Passover offering and ate and satiated and the next day
they went out from Egypt; they set out, every division and its entourage, every
troop and its number®*

£ 77357 B *TYIN2 7ATNNM “TnA YT 2N and %7370n %575 21
192y w3 YT

kan tatﬁz’odi kaimma badi miyyedi ammaridi wtétaddu bamuwwédi sema
adkdbédi dalok basséna yébba'oru

Thus shall you be redeemed like them with joy from the hand of the wicked®”
ones and may you rejoice in the honourable appointed feasts'® of the Lord
which occur'®! to you during the year

721 9P°R 72 TIANM MY RN TOM 2103 T35 TPORI TYIA AT TIVM 22
P PTIPD MR DY ¢ Ty 75 TIm

wtebbad zé ammuwwad bigar kabad aftob wesad ma Séna wyetdddad lak iqar
zabad wmardk lik yesa’ad ‘al masmadr figqiido wagzc%ro

And may you keep this feast with a great glory, goodness and favour [for more]
one hundred years and may a glorified convocation'® renewed to you and may

94 The last phrase is open to certain interpretations due the several meanings of the nouns
X2%, 937 and 790M. The parallelism of the latter to the noun X2aX (P¥ Xax¥ 5 1Wax 717 %>
19901) may even hint at the meaning ‘troop’. Moreover, 7907 may be interpreted here as ‘tool’,
“facility’, reflecting Arabic in which the root sas has two meanings: ‘number’ and ‘equipment’.

%5 In the Ms.: n.

% In the Ms.: *7DNN.

97 In the Ms.: *TnnM.

98 n the Ms.: ;7".

9 1 prefer to render 117 by ‘wicked’ because it does not mean here simply ‘rebel’ but rather
one who ‘rebels against morality’, i.e. a sinner, wicked or alike. I found the latter more suitable to
the context.

100 According to Deut. 16:14.

101" Note the function of the verb 92¥ meaning ‘existence’ (cf. ‘pass’, ‘happen’, ‘take place’).

102 My translation is based on the assumption that the noun PR ‘glory’ functions as an ad-
jective standing before the noun. These two seemingly abnormal phenomena are however quite
common in medieval Samaritan texts: for the first one, cf. usual locutions such as Y171 YN
‘choicest Moses’ (for more details see LSA, p. 307); as to the order of the adjective preceding the
noun, this is to be explained by the compulsion of placing the noun 2% zabad at the end of the
sentence for the sake of rhyming. Another interpretation is however possible: the two nouns IpX
and 727 occur frequently in HSH poems with the meaning ‘glory and joy’, e.g.: 722 9p*X2 7ayn
AwaY 17T TV D1 TYNAN 1T 7313, ‘may you keep this and all other feasts with great glory,
joy, happiness and gladness’ (C, p. 175). One thus may render 727 PR 1'7 TI10M by ‘may glory
and joy be renewed to you’.
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your Lord help you in keeping His commandments and decrees'*

N8I DRI I0° IPURT XA I8 2 WwENN IR 5531927 B2 mnwm 23
£ 1720 52 WP SY 23°0° 12w ¢ 1%9imn

wtistamar afkal debar wafkal atdar wtitfassar man assar assardar wbigdr yatar wal
arrason tazzar wammskdn yittisab ‘al qadas kal tebaru
And may you be kept of any thing in every place and saved from the distressing

enemy and return to the ‘Divine Favour’'® and the tabernacle will stand on the
holiest mountain

Completion of the ‘Maran’ by the copyist Yisrael Tsedaka

1T IPORI 1T 1AW 1TV NI 1T AIILM 1T DOWDI 1TTIT PR 24*
1777 PPRDA 17257 IR 1TPM NN 1Y 2T 17D DN
$ DR DO AwY DROWM ¢ 1T anmbe

wyisra’al adnadadu wlaskom 5a’°du wmittibrd yarddu whéritu ,ta'omgdu yesibu
yaddu bigar wadu tirdtnu yilmcit)du wbcirgdorl'zam ya’du yiic%bbu wyc?qc%du wc%:ra;
ye'kc%be'du bc';fc';tiyya yirdu wsalmitd yangedu wyiirc% 2l “asi 1l bataru

And Israel—who wandered and abandoned'®® Shechem, and descended from
the mountain, and rejected His covenant—will turn back together in glory and
joy, learn our Torah, testify in Mount Gerizim, worship and bow down and
glorify the land, rule over all its regions; in peace may they go, and may Israel
have a great success in its place

"7 1IVIT W DY Ew MypM M7 D221 77D wIRPA 7Y XM 25%
: 719™ MDY "D Dadm M50 RPN 2101 2vnNa T TR PR R
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warrason yisri afqadas tiari wbarakdt ari wtaga’ot Sufari liddt ayyasari adnataru
mimdri éla bigdri alddr wdari abremmam wsiibari wtédesi akkari wyagmal affiri
yifra wyari wfammot rii: ta yazra’u abniiru

103 Cf. another Samaritan phrase with the same intention, 11NX7” 7R, ‘may [God] perpetuate
our dread from Him’.

104 Tn the Ms.: 91¥n.

105 71%977 is the Hebrew parallel of the more common Samaritan term M9, literally ‘the
will’, i.e. ‘God’s will’. This essential term in Samaritan historiography designates ‘the end of
days’ when the ‘Taheb’ will come and the tabernacle on Mount Gerizim will be built again (for
this and other related terms, see F. Dexinger, ‘Samaritan Eschatology’, in The Samaritans, ed.
A. D. Crown, Tiibingen, 1989, p. 276).

106 This use of 17X is special to the modern composer, Mr Y. Tsedaqa, since all derivations of
the root »”7X in Samaritan texts mean ‘desolation’ and ‘fear’. It thus seems that he was influenced
by the Hebrew TX ‘side’ from which a verb 77X ‘go aside’ was derived.
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And may the ‘Divine Favour’, the mountain’s blessing and the blows of the
trumpets all dwell in the holy mountain in glory unto all generations, with
mercy and compassion, for the sake of the congregation of the righteous who
guard the commandments of God, and may the meadows put forth grass, and
the fruits ripe, bloom and smell, and may the steps of the ‘Divine Favour’ shine
in His light

T2IRDN AP NP TRY AP0 NN AT NYRa A%IpNn TMPR 26*
n1o12 %R PRI ADRPYY AR 79123 20N ASwnnt 2pn 1500
: TIXIR X T2 M N : A%BNA N39) Abwbwn

wseliitdk mitqabba’ola ba'miin ‘ayyuld abatdk sébila al;idqa’otdk gemiila
walmaka’iibdk émala tegom ammamsila wyé:rl'b gebiila yammina wiemala
walyisra’al ga’ela afzekot assalsala wbarakat attefilla yifta Sema ldk it usaru

And may your prayer be accepted'”’ in God’s dwelling, your sins forgiven, your
rightness get reward, and may your pain have comfort;'® may a rule'® be
established and its borders spread to the right and to the left, and may Israel
have redemption in the merit of the ‘chain’ ''°

and the blessing of the prayer:
‘The LORD will open to you His good treasure’ '!!

YD MEDR AN DR P 12p5%y9ma MW ARN 7P o 27F
wtdnam yumdad ma: $ena bamuwwédikimma qeéru it ‘ag ammésot tismaru

And may this day be repeated for [more] one hundred years;''* in your

appointed feasts you shall proclaim;''* “The feast of unleavened bread shall

you keep’.'"®

107 nb:pnn jn‘mm is a paraphrase of the Maran’s essence whose regular phrasing is: 17X

]1:2'1&153 '7:l|7‘, ‘may God accept your prayers’.

108 =511 indeed does not mean ‘comfort’ but rather ‘compassion’. It is quite possible that our
contemporary poet used this word, which does not occur in ancient Samaritan texts, for the sake
of its rhyme.

109 Note that by using the noun f19@n the poet may have intended the modern meaning ‘gov-
ernment’ rather than the classical one, ‘rule’.

110 =35w5w means literally ‘chain’, thus ‘dynasty’ (cf. Hebrew NP@W with the same meaning).
In Samaritan texts it became to be a term designating the ancestors of the nation or the priestly
dynasty, e.g. TUYTR ALY W HN0 12 PR, [God] established a holy dynasty from [Adam’s]
selected offsprings’ (C, p. 228); n2whwn 21PN 17, ‘from him [Isaac] the dynasty has been estab-
lished’ (C, p. 585).

1T Deut. 28:12.

112 The words from 85°7¥12 until the end are taken from an ancient poem for Passover (C,
p. 162).

113 3w 7R 777 @°0 is a very common blessing with several parallelisms in Rabbinic literature
(Tarbiz 10, p. 353). It is also found in Jewish Aramaic poems: 7% 1712 797 110, ‘may this day
be repeated with complete joy’ (M. Sokoloff and Y. Yahalom, Jewish Palestine Aramaic Poetry,
Jerusalem 1999, p. 274).

114 Based on Lev. 23:4.

115 Ex. 23:15.



